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THE SOUTH.
SECRETS OF THE REBEL SECRET SESSIONS

Resolutions Proposing to Send Peace Com¬
missioners to Washington Regularly

Pending in the Rebel House
of Representatives.

Jeff. Davis Accused of Endeavoring to
"Intimidate the Advocates of an

Honorable and Peaceful Set¬
tlement of tbe War."

The Movement Denounced as Irregular and
Disorganizing, Ending in Division,

Distraction and Ruin.

Riimored Changes ill Hie
Rebel Cabinet.

RELEASE OF HANGMAN FOOTE.

Opposition to the Repeal ofthe Rebel
Exemption Laws.

THE REBELS "HAVE NOT BEGUN TO FIGHT YET."

They Hate Seven Hundred Thousand Fighting
Whiten Still In Reservf,

Ac., &c., Ac.

The Rebel Conjfrr ««,

». House u
"®

.
tk* shxtixkl.

leae
ho r,°. U1 a <l|",s|'on of privl-

JJfy' en< 0 10 1111 article in a newspuper of this

s«£i:5ir:.x«ws;s
^^"'p'z'ivr^i-arsssar^l Wttstt-^ssas;; jk
public and private printer of this House arid It is the
commonly received organ of tlio Executive. This is mv
apology for noticing the slanderous article which I have
iMri the clerk to read. It is apparent to this House, and
to those who are familiar with our proceedings, that the

<Wmi» inten<le^a« a criticism upon the report frou. the
Comm'Hce on Foreign AfTa.rs, submitted by n.e on
last Thursday. It Ih ho loan th<'u than u grav« charte of

Sk^ISJ!* *i 'I1*.1 comnit«w. and an implication of

i^n MnT n^'ihn. .1".,ln,'mb<'ri of th>* House, who were
cognizant of the substance or the re|*,rt, and voted Ui

£ce v. It in seer. t session. I trust that the wpXion
aatlLfV lho c"n"nlne* Is sufficient to
.atiary the country that the article is false and slan

The d liberations of the commit^ "pon the
report w. re presided over by the vcn rable. pur.' and di--
Unguished member from Virginia, R.V 's Would he have

ted? ^Fm.M h0Ul,We' k ,0 Week Wht'r0 tr'''^On «as plot
Would he havo voted, as he did in open session to

go into secret session to receive that report 1 Would his
colleague ,Mr. Dtfan,. tte), tienoral Atkins of Tennessee

Uro^M andMM; tth r*?,"!1"' Mr TurD"r' "'North
.

Smith, or Alabama, have given llieir

EZkerror* the^r, r"1*" ' Aro lUev «psbl« or

ifi.n /.
infamous character? Ar> thev

K, rUS C"28r,!,!t""0Hi"' Can it be that they have
brought forward "a disorderly, ruinous and fatal proposi
"nn. r reprehensible and Intolerable,'' ''7S
neither dignity, honor nor safety, " in Hi1 But of the

Virginia delegation, Messrs. Rives and Do Jnrnetle were

Mr aidVln ud Mr
" r's,"'rt Mr Wlrkharn,

at th. . il i M,M"llm voted with (hem. aware
lit the t nie of Its substance, and thus they, too fall un
der tho rod of the power behind the throne ol the ,s>.

**
In refuting this calumny a ainst member of this

House, it Is unn cesssry to divulge the contents of the
report, or the act on of the House thereon although it is
W'tli rne (as announced when I presented it) a matter of
indifference whether it should be couriered In open or
secret session. If the writer of the an.cle ever saw the
resolutions, he has knowingly falsified them II he
has not seen tie m, but supposes them to he
as be slates, then, according to his own report
be betrays gross ignorance ,n averting that -a r solution

r,(|<U» D0^°,iiUl0ns, through commissioners
with Lincoln, for peace," would constitute treason and

''resuming to arraign worthy and
I*trlotlc men for something of which he Is Ignorant.
Why should i hey be subjected to this malignant eritl-

ik
8ake of tb«' argument, let it l.e conced-d

; "l®y Dave propo* (1 to h ml commit,onf»nt to W»ah
tu^ton 4 to op 11 irn^niur UfgotiatioiiH lor peace .' TIh-si*
commhw oners m>ht be sent with no other pow. r than
to confer and eon-nit with m a ..hordes tier on term"
¦Ml?!1 llr""or",)l0 peac-, with instructions to report the re.

Hi^ Knci
,h0 ,,r' « and to this

House. Sui.h negotiations wo Id be "Irregular," and
yet they might, 1 think would, if ratified by the

£1! K lKnv,,r. secure all honorable and

d,-m,iin< 'ry
.i

who ,,llt a madman would
denounce these means and this result 'as I
Ireacliery of tho must infamous character?" from the

inputted relationship of this journal to men in itouer
'

U Mty have been inten ted, in «,»/.</,/,,./ i,itlrr <t,
1tn,iaat,,m to harr the r/rrt of intimulatitH, the iidco
CtU'i o/ an hnnurnhlv and yen, *ful *ettU:,nent ofthe vir
it this was Ihe de- ;n. allow me to a- ure you Mr
Speaker, that a greater mi-iake wa never mad. Onum

?h!' !Z"iL Vr :U ll,J" "" Tli" 'novetuent is not in
Un hands of timid or time serving men. .Suitainid a$
Vtey are t,y a volume, ofsentiment in the country, an,I in
the army, an I by their own sen»n of dutv, the; an ,l, f, r
miruU I ml %n tome,form tie statesmanship ot the country
Hull lie invoked in an honest effort to uul tins rarrir '¦(
of death I.J negotiatinn. The Sentinel thinks it
fool o I treasonable and ninous" lor ths Hons,

l-i send comm. sioners to Washington with iwrnei-
lim.i-d as prescribed. Th s is to as is«t
no ttrnw could obtained which would not txi

"Tr- .
a"y r"1"""1 f"r arstimption T

That Journal professed, n few days since, to abo: sh I
Slavery lor foreign intervention. Who Is authorized to
say that better terms cannot bo obtained froui the United
Slates? Who Is authorized to say that t mis could not
be agreed upon with them without abolition or recon¬
struction? We. certainly could make it to their infarct to
rtcogntte us as an iw'e,,. n-ient p.,,pie, Without Involving
either slavery or reconstruction, and nations u ually rol
low llieir int. rest. The question of reconstruction, how-
ever docs not arise iu the propu.-i lon to negotiate, and I
ihall n..t, therefore, dl n.-s it. Nor Is It "foolish or
treasonable, and I will add that it Is neither Impolitic
nor unmanly, while wo ire gathering up all our military
Strength to meet the enemy, to resort to every laudable
find proper effort bi give peace to a distracted and bleed¬
ing country by negotiation. On the contrary, the states-

SeTo mil' r' (1" lbl* is a moral

Win n ?lr Orr h id Bnished reading the foregoinp.
Mr I .* iMi, of Oa., moved i<> suspend the rules in

tin-
10 lu,r",,HCC the following resolu

thr m.'h.nVji 'i1'", appeared In the
fei«i n* «,f "u . inS rorrriiiKiiidrnoi* nf*r 4h*»

^ ,
w,lh tl»* word* "Trf^on.

irtarkcil Willi p Inu n'f e'k, i"',, ll'on' 'in" wni"h',||r
noun, -d th .t it <v», run, ;; ''t1"* .

1 i."1'" **"

1-ef.ne .T«n«r^,*d^nJj® .?'£«« wn"'*

rtwul «r ncui'tS fhrm i»i.
. o|N*n lr»

tJ L,' £/!,.u "»«.", 1 ! .ri L?» . a'"''"'.?' with l/lncohi,
enljr treason, but. nnilei ti n cirri,,!,,?..},'' "

III *t infnmous 1 11 ..s-ier,'* .iid "'^^ .'^;'"^:^ o| "l"
id VlfginU eertnlnly," and, in il' JJJM "" people
wiltor, "Hie p. le of the con fr,).,,,1.1 ' '

Would not ullow iln ni»clve« to I,- l.JJ' , 5 .''
«inr Congri ssinnii sfter ilils In* hi Ion ' tr.iltor-

s^ld -»rrs.|.oie:. nr. » .« b, "k"T .

torlal, cli* I II. U'llf l liy tlie «..iro. ton" and > nlrli .i"" r

respm.leme Its. If mil whero.n. Ilio hi.i.i ,w" the cor.

»nd Milt >rml«, he.-el".l and paroled "* sf. nn|,| «?,] p"/" "

IstMl to ml.l. ,d ih.. |,nl.| judgment, and In their temn.r» L'!"a
'U"r' ""..t^.Vh

It. ««.! . . «t. That «> far n« the statements and linnntati... .

emtslned In the said oorres|>ondence and edltor'S
leede to ai-cly lo tills hra.,.-!, .f (;,.r.g,..,. l. y .. r. f.|..
.»'« » .< " '¦1 c ..gen.eni ..f I,,..' p.. ||, ,,

l«s inemt- i« n; .... th. emph r. .k ,. ... ,.

denillirlatlotiS of tins Hon e

t'n the motion to su end. to a!li w the introduce n of
the r solu'lon, r. suit d, ny s 3a, n... s il
A two third- vot i. inn r 'pilr <1 to n j. nd th rule--

th r solution was not introd r d
'

Mr Atrivi, of T-nn , thou, 'it nil such newspaper
articles anwrthy of t.oti. e II. . cared nothing for the
chare«« of lho correspondent, nor tor the opinion or the
etll'or who endorsed ih"m but this paper w as under
ftoud t" lie Ihe ot ^an ol tho aum uistiutioi*. if lill4

wa- the rait* then ho would My that tke adminiitnUwm
had lent Utrlf to u moit tn/amuui calumny on the nwtioes
of gentlemen on (Au Jluor The resolution he had ottered
on linn subject had no squinting towards tre.t-on If auygentleman ou thin tloor thought ho, let him r so In his
seat and say it He had, from the highest patriotic ami
prudential considerations, passed by a thousand error* of
the administration. He had not publicly assailed tha
administration, but the art 1. le in the Sentinel wax evi¬
dently based, lu part, on u resolution ho had offered on
tliiri subject, and, of course, alluded to himself. Ho did
not desire these resolutions to bo considered in secret
session, but was willing to have them published to the
world. But if the charge* referred to alluded to him
and his resolutions, he pronounced them infamously
false.

Mr. Buckhiiai k, of Miss., degired to slate a mattirr of
fact in connection with this subject.

Ilr. Itr-HK! l, of Va., 1 object.
Mr. (ilLMKK, of N. C., hoped the gentleman would w th-

dra.v his objection, and allow the gentleman to proceed.
Mr. Hi >.<ku objected to uuy discussion of this subject

He declined to withdraw.
Mr. Dakk-daik moved to suspend the rules N uu 10

allow him to state a fact.
The motion was agreed to.aye# 43, iiooh 17
Mr. Rarkmdaii then said that the House presented the

extraordinary spectacle of permuting Itself to tie diverted
from its pressing, legitimate aod solemn duties by an
anonymous article, the stricturos of which were baved
upon what was asserted to be mere rumor. Tho
statements of the writer were not endorsed by
the intelligent and patriotic editor of the Srvtiwt.
He had simply referred to the rumors on
which llie censures of tho correspondent were
based, without avouching their correctness". Members
had averted that the Sentinel was understood to be tho
organ of the President, and on this assumpton had
claimed for lie communication and editorial the import¬
ance which they attached to them. The President
speaks to Congress and the country In his official com¬
munications. I'pon the highest authority he (Mr. H.)
pronounced tho statement that he Is responsible for news
paper articles, or that the Sentinrl is his organ, false.

Mr. Amiss (interrupting) explained that lie had said
tlv Sentinel was understood to bu tho organ of the Presi¬
dent.

Mr. HAHR'WAt.K replied that it was to that very point (lis
remark was addressed. He repeated that the statement,whether direct or implied, that the Sentinel was or is the
organ of the President, or that lie is responsible for its
conduct, Is utterly destitute of truth.

Mr. Tmvr.R inquired by what authority tho gentleman
from Mississippi makes this declaration.

Mr. Harksiialk By the highest authority, and I will
not permit It to be called in question.

Mr. Smith, of Ala, said I should not, myself, have
paid any attention to the article in the Sentinel. I
should have allowed it to pass in silence, as I have ever
uiuite it it rulo of action to let editors alone. But the vote
of this House, In refiiBiug to allow the Introduction of
the resolution of the gentleman from Georgia (Mr. 1,es¬
ter). places this matter In a more scrlou* aspect. I con¬
sider that vote as to some extent endorsing the Kmti-
ni-l. As loug as that vote stands as thn sense of this bodyI can take no part in its deliberations. I say this in perfeet respect to the members here, and I do not wi-h mywithdrawal to be considered as at all contemptuous, but
dictated solely by that self-respect which I feel, and bywhich through life 1 have endeavored to be governed.

Mr. Chilton dlu not construe the vote refusing to sus¬
pend the rules in order to the introduction of the resolu¬
tion. when so tnany important matters demand the at¬
tention of tho House, as endorsing the article referred to.

Mr. Atkins, of Tenn., concurred In the opinion that the
vnto on the Introduction of the resolution did not indi¬
cate that the House endorsed the article referred to. Ho
had called on any member of the House who thought
there was anything treasonable In his resolution to say
so, and no one had no expressed himself.

Mr. itKAY, of La., stated that he had voted against the
suspension of the rules, not because he believed the im
putatlons contained In the article to lie just, but because,
lie thought the discussion of the sutyect by the House
would not be productive of any good.

Mr. tiARLANo, of Ark., with a view to change tlie sub¬
ject, and to introduce one in his judgment more import
nut. moved to take up the bill to increase the export
duty on cotton and tobacco.

Mr. McMclmn, ofVa., desired to make a few remarks.
Mr. Oaki.and I obj-ct.
Mr. McMuluv.Mr. Speaker, I simply desire
The 8pkakkr No debate is in order, and objection has

been made.
Mr. M< Mi'lun. I simply desire.
The Rpbakkr ThO gentleman is out of order, aud will

take his seat.
Mr. Mc Mui.lin. I desire to ent r my protest against.The SfHAKKR.The gentleman must take his seat when

the chair so orders.
Mr MoMpt.t.in (taklns his seat) said (amid the Inter

ruptions of the Speaker's gavel), I intend (rap, rap) to
enter my (rap) protest (rap, rap. rap), on the (rap, rap),journal. I know my rights and will inainUiu them.
(l<oud and continued rapping.)

TUK HESTINKJ.'H COIWKNTH ON THE l»RB*TK.
[From the Richmond Sentinel, Jan. 17.]

On Saturday wo published a communication over the
signature of "Q," which stated that reports in circulation
charged a certain movement on the part of some mem-
her ; or Congress, which movement the writer considered
Inadmissible in the highest degree. That writer.belt
said for the information of such as are curious about the
source of such articles. is a gentleman of the highest
character and Intelligence, und though not an original
secessionist, is ardently devoted to the cause of Confede¬
rate independence. Hi- holds no relations to the govern¬
ment in «ny of its branches or departments, aud lie
much oTtoner censures the executive administration than
commend* it. He wrote simply as a high spirited, patri¬
otic Virginian, »oll> itous as to the honor and safety of the
VUUUll J> .

Commenting ou the reports thus brought to onrutten
tlon bv mi authority *o respectable, we spoke of the dls
satisfaction winch they bad created, go far an thejr were
credited, and we expreaaed our own atrong dlsapproha<
ti< >11 of a movement so irregular, disorganizing and fatal
hm that w hii U wa* alleged. Our remark*, like those of
our correspondent, were hypothetical. Being avowedly
baaed on tin- report which he stated, they went for
nothing, If that report was erroneous.
W owe the reader an apology lor stating ii principle no

ohtrious a* that contained in our last aentene. But ob
viott* as it if it proved too d"cp tor certain tie mbere of
Cotigrcas yesterday. Perhaps we should pardon
tinii Ii. There is no charm about high olllce
th.it confers the quulitles neceaMury to adorn
it. Dqii.inimity ami clearness of perception
are sot the gift of the elective franchise any more than
ptatMOaii hip. Hi nee it was that honorable members
dealt with epithets yesterday an children play with edged
tool.'.to their own detriment. It wot more than any mf
thrni did or eoulil do to deny that tin re u nt nuch a report
<l» circulation at wag alley-it bf "y. " The existence of
fiidi a report wux tin- only fact alleged by hitn Thin,
therefore, presented tlm only opjiortunlty for an issue of Jfact, and this wax avoided For outsell en, wi nude no |
statement., but argued only on bjpothosis. Yet, gentle
men mo far forgot the respsct duo to tin ir position a* to
employ Inapplicable epithet*, which were as NoahV ilove,
that found no resting place till it returned t<> the ark.

" The wounded pigeons aro know u by their II tiering. '

8c eral inemb-rs com to have sup|Me<od that "Q
chance shot mint have been aimed especially at tlem
selves. The revelations of what ha* pas.-' <1 In secret
m\.ion md in committee, which thtv made In their
explanations, were certainty very unusual; but we are
glad that the House was content to allow them, and we

gi\ e them the benetit of a publii atloii Hy nn ins|ieotli>n
oftbe e di-riosurec, particularly thai of Mr. Orr, It will
tie seen that rumor, iu nlat'd hy " (J inn tnurh nrnrer
tin truth than *hr frequently it as to the terms of the
proposition in question Mr. Orr commits the aoleclsm
of at mice denouncing and indicating the rumor. Ills
the Judgment of " Q. '' and of the Sentiml upon the rumor,
ami not the rumor Itself, with which he realty joins
Issue, when we come to understand him His argument
would have been no weaker it he Iwd seen Ins point
mop' clearly. I' is n nnecciary to add, after what we
have said, that we differ utterly and entirely mm Mr.
Orr an to tn> propriety of the course which he d'fiM n
innocent, and which he hos cvsb recommended to the
f(ous< of itepresi iitnti as proper anil expedient The
Hon « hail vast and Important duties to perform, but this
Is not one nl them.
When it attempla this, it i'»» nn irreffulei r,

disort/'inisini/ euiirf tohote only end it iIi'iWm, dii
trnrtion mul ruin It is bail enough for private
citizens to attempt to usurp function.-, otherwise ap
pointed to be exercised but for a body like the House
of Representative to net CO mlschUvou* an es»
ample would In fatal. We would have nothing left to
expect but universal anarchy and di.-traction, and a con
fu-ion like that of Babel. Every citizen who, inspirit
is whipped and subjugated.and there are some oflt of
ConKins, peril, ips Mr Orr knowa Whether there be any
Knell ih t'otigres..would be for emng the helm and
head hi the hip for "p> ace. " Tlicy night perhaps, call
It. " in honorable and peaceful -ettlement of the war."'
but. logically, It would mean a reconstruction and aitb-
mis ou on tin lest terms that could be beg e<l

V c trif-t the House of Representative? will give the
Country the Inspiration of a brave example, and that, as

a first st"p, tiny will promptly vote down thr pntponi
tioa* which, i/y are wjvi reyulnrty informed , are //ending
in that hody
O Mr l.c«ter> "Long Tom." loaded with whereases,

and ending with a resolve, intended lor h bomb, we have
only to MJ tli.it we will freely lorgtvn hlln If he will
thunder so at the Yankees.
The difficulty of Mr. Smith, of Alabama, la with the

Hoiiae. not with us. We will m\. however, that we
think the House waa In the right, and bopo Mr. Smith
will how grace ftilly to it* opinion

(Several "f the gentlemen were m"ch exercised by the
idea that the article in tile Sentinel, waa an Altai k from
the President It la more likely they were looking for a

preiext to m ike an a'tack on tin President. Mr. Harks
dale's statement would aeem emphatic enough to quiet
their m.'plrinn or take away their excuie. wo will add,
however, that the Sentinel neither Is, nor alfei t* to lie,
nor ie willing to be. an "organ" for any one. It is an
Independent Journal, that loves It* country, and that
doe*, not like Hie Ii doing* au Mr. Orr and hi.i company aro
now eua< ung.

Rrarganl/atlna of (lie Rrtirl Cnhlnet*
friom the Hichmond Km miner, Jan 17.]

!'. ports of a reortrani/'ition of the administration were
ri f<- jester lay. It was said that Hoddon would leave the
War Office and be replaced hf Breckinridge; that Nor¬
throp waa to quit the Commissary Department, Ac. .all
rumors, believed by sanguine people only.

IIHKi RINIIIIHIK TO UK SBl'tlKTART OF W \R.
from the Richmond Dispatch Jan. 17. |Ii na« repofted yeatcfdHy that .John C. Breckinr dgowas ti it'le Fooretitfjr of Warof the C infede' ate States. \ve

could obtain no comlrmati >n of tli» report In official
c r. btil there nre reasons for '> lie.lng It. Qeneral

l Urvokinridgv wa* reported to urrlvu lu the i.ltv Uut mghU

It wan also reported that Colonel Northrop, Commissary
General, hud boon displaced.

Henry B. Koote'a Trouble*.
ACTION UK TUB KKltKl, CONORBSK IN HIS CASK.

M ivdav, Jan 10, 1860.
HOPHK.

The rules were suspended to allow the Hpecial Com
mitteo on the Arrest of Hun. U. 8. Koou- to make the fol¬
lowing report
The committee to whom won referred the communi¬

cation of the President in rclatiou to the arrest uf the
Hon. Henry 8. Foote, a member of this House, by the
military authorities. have hnd the same under considera-
tion, ami hubinit the following report:.
Thai the said Henry S. Foote ban been absent for rnmfl

time without leave, ami bin alleged attempt to pass our
linen wan without the knowledge or npprohution of this
House, and before absenting himself lie mdirated his
purpo-e to withdraw from Congress Your committee
are, therefore, of the opinion tliat the good of the coun¬
try would not be subserved by the forced attendance of
the said member upon the nexnions of thin House; but
that, under all the circumstances of the c+i*»., it is expe-
dlent that the military authorities discharge him from
custody.

Resolutions requesting the President to release Mr.
Foote from arrest, to allow him to go North, saying that
Congress hnd nothing to do with the matter, were sepcr-
atelv rejected.
The resolution of Mr. Akin. of fin., saving that no priv¬

ilege of the member from Tonne. see Im.l been violated In
his arrest, and leaving him In the hands of the military
as a private citizen, was rejected bv a vote of 3ft to 26.
The no ise then adopted the following by a vote of 37

to 116
Resolved, Tlint the report of tbe Spocial Committee la the

judt'inenl of ih" House
And then, without transacting any more very import¬

ant business, the House, at 3X l'. M", adjourned.
FOOTK KELKASKD ON A WKIT OK II AHKAS CORPUS.

[From the Richmond Dispatch, Jan. 17.]
Judge Ilalihurton. of the Confederate Court for the

Eastern district of Virginia, on yesterday issued a writ, of
habeas corpus on the petition of Hon. floury Foote, a
member of tho Confedo-at" Ho- se of Representslives
from Tennessee, commanding Captain Hugh 8. Daggett,
Provost Marshal of Fredericksburg, to bring before the
Judge the body of Henry S. Foote, on Thnrs
day next. and to show cause why he should
not be set at liberty. Mr. Foote, in his petition, states
that he had been arrested and held in custody by order
of Captain Daggett, who pmfesged to be act in" by the
order of one James A. Seddou, Secretary of War. &c.
Happily this matter hud been settled by the House of
Kopreiontnllves, to whom it was referred by the Presi¬
dent, deehirlng that they are of opinion that the good of
the country would not be subserved by the forced attend
anco of said member upon the sessions of the House b it
that, under all the circumstances of the case, it is expedi¬
ent that the military authorities discharge him from ens
tody. We presume Mr. Foote has already been set at
liberty.
The Opposition to Davia' Repeal of the

Exemption Lawn.
DKUATK IN THE JtKBKL CONURKSH ON T1IE CON¬

SCRIPTION.
8ATl'Rt>AY, Jan. 14, 1R65.

The Conscription bill being up, the following debate
occurred

Mr. Makshail, of Ky said that if this House intended
br their legislation to break up the army and break
down the cause, he intended that this country should
know it. The real purpose of those who were putting on
this bill amendment after amendment, was to defeat it,
and they were determined, if the "flft.-en negro" clause
was left out, to have no bill at nil, rather than to see it
done. He wanted the legislation of this House to bo such
that simply because u man paid a hundred pounds of beef
and a hundred pounds of bucon for every negro he
worked, he should not be excused from military duty.
He wanted th't rich man to understand that his son
should go into the ranks and fight side by side with the
pi>or man. He had no idea of 1 tting certain classes of
p.'roons burrow in the ground while his countrymen and
children were bleeding on the field of battle. He had no

obj'ction to make a clean sweep of event wan in lAui
country, without regard to occupation or profession, and
t-ay that no man shall lie detailed for anything, unless he
he a skilled artisan whom the President may think is
nec s«ary for the casting of cannon, making powder or
something to kill YunkecB with.
We have not yet begun to flyhi. We. have men enough

in this country to <U> all that it needful to free this people.
Had he been Hood he would have pressed every horse in
the Male of Georgia and blockaded every road, employed
the army in destroying every pound of subsistence in
Sherman s front, and hurrassod his rear and left nothing
undone to defeat him. He was willing to go to any height
to destroy, burn and devastate, and use nvury me'uus. fair
and foul, to destroy the Yankee nation.

Mr. I.k-tkh, of tin., moved to amend by inserting
that the should report iu lieu of it a provision thai all
persons who now are and were on the 17th day of Febru-
nry. 1R64, engaged in agriculture, provided such perrons
give bond and security that they will furnish so much
provisions to the government, and sell ihe surplus of
grain, k>\, to the families of soldiers at prices to be fixed
by the 8tate Commissioners shall bo exempt.
Mr Lbtkk saiil that the people intliocounlry and army

must be fed. We must have larmers to raise provisions.
It is well known to any one who is familiar with the
character of the negro that he will not work, and will
grow lazy and insubordinate unless he has a master; but
If proper minds are put on a plantation to seo those ne
groes work, that person who controls them will be morn
ttsel'il out of the army than in it. He would have all
the bread and meat raised possible, and if meat could not
be gotten he would feed the whole army on bread. This
people should be divided into two classes the army and
the producers, and both classes should be made efficient,
und to work for the best interests of each other. Th«
soldiers were willing that nieu should be left at home to
attend to agriculture. He knew how they felt on the
subject, ami liad not the fifteen negro clause been made
so prominent they would not have objected to that, so

long as tbe measure was for the good of the country and
army
Mr (Joone, of Va , offered a resolution that the bill and

amendments be recommitted to the Military Committee,
with Instructions to report a bill putting into serv ice all
white male residents between the .iges of seventeen and
fortv ll\e, and take away from the Executive the power
of detail, except n limited number of skilled artisans and
mechanics; that they repeal the fifteen negro clause, ills
charge from service all persons over forty live, and revise
the present list of exemption"
Mr Orr, or Miss., wanted to amend the bill go as to

limit titu exemptions to person.-! over forty live yean of
age.

Mr. Ct akk, of Mo., moved to strike out the < lause dis¬
charging from the army all persons over forty live years
of age This wn- adopted

Mr. F. HTWt, of Via., said that he had made a calcula¬
tion that there wer> enemgh of men in the cmif dsrw y be
taw n the ni/ri of eighteen and fortyJive years, to protect
t). it government agaitst nity en, my forfifty yena to come.
There were seven /iwutr/it thousand /" rum* in tJie cnnfdt
ran/ 1,, hiurn eightt en and forty fl re y art of aye.
Mr I^miav moved to lay the tie lion- to recommit, with

all ihe amendments, on the table.
On motion the House adjourned.

TMK KKI'KAI. MOVKMKNT HNItlNO UTTI.K KAVOR IN
THK lit It Kl. CONiiltKHS,

[From the Richmond Whig. Jan 16.1
Tho House of Representatives have had under di-ciis

sioti for several days the subject of exemptions, with a
\ iew to dlmlulshlng the number or exempts, and propor

tion.itely increasing the strength of the army In his
lite .-age at the opening 01 the se«sion tbe President
recommended the repeal of all exemptions nnd the sois-u
tutl"ti of the system of details. This policy wa-< also
advocated at length by the Secretary of War, in his re-

|W>ii. It rifktfktlJy findsM little, if liny, fn-dr in fun-
greu It is objectionable, to ihe extent of being wholly
Inadmissiable, on several accounts We need only men
tlon two or three of the lending objections.

First, the power to ra se armies it- a prerogative of the
legislative department, and can he lawfully exercised
only by that department Congress alone has the right
to say who shall go into the armv, and, aj a nec< -surv

consequence, who shall not be required to t'o The duty
imposed by the con.-t itutlon is obligatory upon them, can
be exercised solely by them, snd cannot be deputed or
transferred to any other department of the government,
without u confusion ot the functions of the departments,

a disturbance of their spheres, and a subversion of the
structure and v-tem of the government To the extent
tti-'it the iilmr powers und duties of one nr'ment
arc abdicated by it and N-Humed liy another, there Is
violation of tin- constitution and revolution In (lie tnv
ernmcnt Republicanism, as we lino hcrtofore nnun
tamed, differ* from monarchy, not In tho amount of
jxiwi-r HHil and exorcised under cither form, but in the
fact Una tho |Miwor in tho ono case is Iculm^l >n on* held,while In the other II Ik distributed nr***g imnl In
tin- latter en -<*, t" preserve tho proper equilibrium. It in
necomry that 'ho partition lints Khali ho very distinctly
drawn mid V'ry wrupiloualy observed; otherwise, the
dlKtrthiitlon coofoii, and republicanism runs Into moo
ofchy. Congress would 1m- guilty of a high breach of
trust if It should Invest the Kx<utlve with |>owcr» in¬
tended to ho oxen |uoi| hv Itself only

A Hocntid ground of objection to the powers nuked for
by tho President i« that It I" extremely doubtful whether
Congress 1 mo f possesses power to Mibjoet to nillitury »u
Ihorlty persons not Intended to be eniplnvod for military
purpo -s an«l If It does not posse** the power, It cannot
depute It The clause of the constitution relating to tho
raising "f armies, moan* armies for the field, and mich
agent-, atts< he* and other* as are noec-nary to the (tup
l*>rt or uaoftil to the efficiency of those who make cam-

I a kO" and light battled. It cannot be contended that It
Is In -vftll to conacrthe into tho Korvlco and subloct to mill
tary law men who an- not den gned to bo kept In the
¦rtiijr or In any w se connected with It, hut who are do.
signed to be detailed for the various calling* that deal
with civic administration and domestic economy. *itch.
for example, a* Judges, doctors, i«r«ona, Ac. And yet
thin la what we understand to be Baked for by the Prcr
dent.

Annlhor con-idcr*li(>n. and the last to which we shall
advert, that allrai t* disfavor to tho propo* lion of tho
Kxi*r utlve, Is that tho system of detel*, its already un¬
dertaken to bo j » tl«od by the Secretary of War, Ik be-
lieved to be tho fruitful source from which most of tho
evils that now prow upon the service have come. Wide¬
spread abuse Is alleged, end discontent. demoralisation
and desertion lo an alarming degree are charged a<- a
comcnnetii-o i'f .1 p'-'ii-v hat cannot escape the Inip'lta
lion of favoritism and ilie susp cion of corruption. Tho
figures nnon this »ul I'" t, some of which wore brought out
by Mr. Marshall, of Kentucky, In his remarks in the
II' use on Saturday, are exceedingly suggestive, and
wotil ®< in rather to Invite a committee of Investigation
than to en> onrago en enlargement of tho privilege of
del ill.
The main difficulty is In adjusting the matter of et-

c vIuk tiiou «nuu||U

In the field to confront the enemy. and men enough at
homo lo provide h lbslstence fur those in tho field, and
to auswer the Inevitable wants of society. Already there
i8 trouble about sultststtng the army To diminish the
number of produce. and Increase the number of ton-
Burners, by ilrawii.j{ still more Inrgely on the agriculturalclasses to recruit the anuy, would be to duplicate the
difficulty. That every man should contribute equally of
his moans and his servicei* u> the country, and that all
should go into the Held who cannot better h rvn the cause
in Hume other way, is a proposi'ion which all will admit.
Tho law, as it now stands, with the excision of "tlie
fifteen negro clause," which seems to bo demanded bypublic opinion, comes as near to this requirement, we
are convinced, as Congress can attain. We are, there¬
fore, pleased at what seems the probability that, with
the chaugo mentioned, the law will be retained as it is.
To increase the army is a matter of high importance ;but, prune the list of exempt* as we may, only tho must

meagre results will tie gained. Indeed, we do not see
what remains Tor Congress to do in this way. They have
already placed the whole available war making power of
the confederacy In the hands of the Executive. It in to
tho Executive, therefore, that the country must mainlylook for reinforcements to the array. It is of the Execu¬
tive they must inquire why so many escape conscriptionwhy so many tit lor service in the field still occupyshadv places in non combatant lines of duty why
ho few negroes have been employed as team¬
sters, ambulance drivers, cooks, Air. .why one hun
dred and tifty thousand men are absent from tho
army without leave.why sixty thousand troops arc
permitted to lie idlo on the other side of the Missis¬
sippi why armies are intrusted to inexperienced gene*rais, to be w.isted in bloody and bootless enmpai 'tis!
Such questions as these will direct attention to the true
causes Hint have rendered the recruiting of the ai mv ne¬
cessary, and will thereby show that reform Is "more
needed than new enactments. The great want now is
management. more system, inoro energy, a capacity for
organizing rind for administration not jet displayed. We
want tJeneral Ue in supreme command of the ann lee,
and some man of large capacity, of controlling will, and
of great aptness for practical affairs, at the head of the
War Office. The Executive may bring about all these
reforms, and inust do so If we are to be saved in the com¬
ing campaign from trials compared with which all we
have undergone will lie a pieman l memory.

Tlie High Price of Gold In Rebt-ldom.
\\ hat Onuses It.

[From the Richmond Sentinel, Jan. 10 ]
Severn accidental and temporary causes have of late

conspired to aid (he panic makers in appreciating the
price of gold. The bill proposing to sequestrate the pro¬
perly of snch persons as have voluntarily left the limits
of the confederacy has set the friends and families of
many of these upon turning their effects Into specie,with precipitation and upon whatever terms The same
process of conversion by the negroes, free and slave,who have attempted (light or been preparing for It, luu--
been no inconsiderable element in this lontl demand fur
gold. Added to these is the increased demand In the
South, consequent upon the occupation of Savannah.
The large quantity of ( 'onfederate currency held by the citi¬
zens there, but not now available to them, has been seek¬
ing conversion into gold through every possi ble avenue
of communication ; and the effect of this sudden neces
sity bus been to ral^e the price of specie In that quarter.
The supplies here being drawn from tho South, the ad
vance there is of course felt at once in Richmond.

In addition to these things, it may be mentioned that
the breakage in our communications, cau«eil l>y tho
freshets, has interiupted the transmission of funds to the
government, and caused, for a few days, an interruption
in the meeting of the demands which have matured
against the Treasury. The inconvenience of this has
fallen upon the public creditors. These various causes,
in concurrence with the miserable croaking which hut
ilitjriritrd thr ptople, have begotten a sort of panic, sense
lesN, because without any adequate grounds, yet mis
chicvous, because tending to produce the evils » hie.li it
files.

Legislation in relation lo the traffic in gold by some of
the parties we have aliove described, may do much good.
The temporary circumstances to which we have alluded
will Boon pass away. If, in addition to these, our people
will only consent to lie quiet ami sensible, and not fly off
on a stampede, like a herd of frightened buHuloes, on
every little alarm, ue shall avoid all such Injurious and
discreditable exhibitions as that which we are now
making of ourselves.

Miigleton K« lla to Create m. Kmnatinn.
[Prom the RichMrf Despatch, Jan. 17.]

Mr. J. W. Singleton, of Illinois, Yankee peace demo-
crm, and peace commissioner, Is still at the Spottswood
Hotel His presence In the city has not produced a great
sensation.

Ketiel Reports of Roaner'a Raid.
[Krom the Richmond Sentinel, Jan 10.]

Oentlemen from the valley tiling the gratifying report
that last week lienors! Riwser i-rossod the mountains and
captured Beverly. Randolph county, including its garri
sou of seven hundred men, a large amount of commis¬
sary and quartermaster stores, and a great number of
horses. Although no official report of this capture has
been received, we have strong reasons to believe it is
IWHCt

Affair* In the Hhrnanilnah Volley.
[Emm the Richmond Sentinel, Jan. Iff )

We learn I rom the Rockingham K'gi*trr that all is
quiet below Hiirrisonhurg The enemy have a picket at
Hartonsrille. live miles this side of Winchester. The
RrrfutUr also state" that Colonel () W Imltoden, of the
Eighteenth Virginia cavalry, w as i-erlniisly wounded In the
recent demonstration on tiordonsville. He In now in a
fair wuy to recover.

Thr lleglrn of thr Nlavea from Richmond.
(From the Richmond Whip, Jan. Iff.]

t As Mahomet urnl hi- follower* lied from Mecca before
the persecutions of tlie Arab Idol iters, the sons of Ham
are tlying from this city to avoid an Imaginary impend
lug conscription. The opinion obtains among them that
they are to he put into the Confederate ran ks with nun
kelM in iheir hands and, nut lik'ng Ui< firnnjtrrt they are
running off nightly In gangs The military authorities
have shut up the principal highways leading to the
Yankee lines; but the negroes escape for the mo t part
through the woods A few of the mo«t idiotic fol
low the roads and are captured. Mr Jos. Meltert, of
deary's cavalry, on Saturday night arrested on the Me
chanic \ ille pike, about a mile from the city, James and
Cbui leu. slave* of Mr> James Timb<'rlake of Hanover,
who had in their res|iei'tlvc market carts two ne, roes
w ho were evidently prepared tor a trip to Yank eeland
These negroes were John James, slave <if Peter Web-tor,
and John, slave of Dr Edward Kp|*> Mr Mettcrt
brought the four hack to the ti r-t station hou when,
on search, the two laid mentioned were found to have
otn hulidreil at d lifty dollars ap .. e in Colli 'derate notes
in their locking*, and each of them wa-- wearing four or
live shirts and three or four p urs of pants

Helen »e n ml Kxchitnge oft'nlon Prlnonr r«.
| From the Kichmond Examiner Jan. 10 ]

The Confederate flag of trueo stiutnor, which left
Roekeifs on Saturday, carried down to the federal
steumer, In the Jamc- thirteen surgeons, two chaplains.
Lieutenant Colonel Hut' Inns, of Cu-tcr's cavalry Major
Owens, of the Kentucky cavalry Captain Kre.v, a ho«tegc,who hns been it| prison e glitecu months An equivalent
liaa heeii given lor him Mlalr, the pence eominis loner
extraordinary, w:u> n pas-eogor on hoard the ,-t anier
down, r< turning to (Irani lines; atnl Hon Mr. SimJctoii,luemher of Congri "-s from Illinois, who visit Richmond
on Ills own prlvato aecmint, was a pu-*« n^er on the rt
turn steamer, which arrived bat k on Saturdaj owning.
A Notlrr In ItrQnrd to Two Plriitc Vessels.
The following paragraph appear*- in two Ri< hmond

p.i|» rs simultaneously, and apparently from an official
source ..

We are requested to Mate that the Olutee mid the
Shenandoah are urmel ve -el of the Confederate
States navy, and commanded by c.mml « oned officers
oi the Confederate navy Tiny are not 'private. -rs,"
equipped and armed by pr vate parties, hut are regularly
authorized by the government To i-ty|e tie n "prlva-
leers' subnets the officers and crew to the risk, if
cu'ight, of being trieil for their lives i, pirate
An Kngll<hinan Arrested lij (he Ri hrli

us M Kiap|>n»'il Spy.
[From the Richmond Enquirer. Jan In )

An individual calling h in.- -It F. W. I'. ibai ' was ir
rested at the ypolUwood Hotel Saturday nigiii lis a sup-
posed spy Robartes emme to this city shout ten days
ago, and reported himself it the provoi-t marshal h oflti »,
where, upon being interrogated, he repri -ented himself
a^ an Englishman. holditu a com mi' Ion a. lieutenant
colonel in lor Hritmni Maj> tv's m rvlce. When re
qm -ted to show hi/ papers, ho replied t hat
ho had none, havinc been robbed in the \al
ley of everything he po.-sessed Captain Doswell
th< refore determ Ined to pir ile him for hi appearand at
some future time, and meinwhlle proceeded to make In
quirte* concerning the miditant English colonel Not
one of the numerous Englishmen si present in this city
ki.ew or ever heard of L.mtenant Colonel Robartes, wh",
meanwhile, was enjoying himself by appear! mr nightly
at the t hcntro, sporting a large p«ir of gold glas-es, and*
himself arr ived in hroadr'oth made up after lh« latent
and most approved putter j The suspicions of the au¬
thorities being aroused, Robartes was arrested at tho
Spoitswood nn Saturday nlrhl, when It was found that he
was well supplied with m*ney and Jewelry, and also had
in his po m -slon n pa>s ime.l "Phil. Sheridan, (iencral
Commanding Valley of Viriilnia. Accused Has c tn
milled to Cast Ic Thunder."

Itrfn«(cr* In It leh nmiil A |> |»r ilttiu: for *ld.
Tim Rebel Committee of Richmond ill an appeal to tho

citisens in behalf of iho refugees in dial c.ty, says;.
"Richmond N lllled wills refugee from every portion of
the confederacy, many of tlicui the famllic- of soldiers
iU the Held. ¦'

lligli Pric es of I.I viim In Richmond.
jl'rom the Riclimind Examiner, J»n 17 ]

The ri staurants and drnklng raloons advanced their
price on Saturday, patllrg the rste a peg higher The
sdvaiic", they allege, || ni<e-,iitated bv the great rise in
the price- of flour and provisions In the market The
b II of fare tn saloons that formsriy cost $10 now m-t
$15 md no drinks sre to he had tinder f.V Perhaps it Is
well that tli'1 price of living has corn" to l e deilncil at
last The thermometer c\n go no higher tl hi hu, tliO
curreti'-v may go to t ro, hut the chnrg <ann .! no ,il ki
hlo id heat. This may as well be underttuod llr.-t a« i-t.

Prrsonnl In t< 1 1 Igrm e.
Mrs Oeneral Orant arrived In Haltlmore c n Tue- 'ay

afteriioon. m routr for the headquarters Of the army,
wh re she expec ts to s|icnd .neural day* » III b' r lid
baud. i

WILMINGTON.
THE REBEL ACCOUNTS.

Comments of the Philosphers of
the Richmond Press.

The Fall of Fort Fisher "A
Blessing in Disguise."

The Closure of the Port of
Wilmington Only Benders
the Rebel Prospects
Brighter Than Ever.

It Will Force the Confederacy to Depend j
on Its Own Resources.

It Will Render a Change of Rebel
Leaders a Public Necessity.

It Will Bring Dismay to Hlur.knde Runners, but
Courage to the Fire-Eaters.

The Capture of the Fort Closes the Last Port
of the Rebels Stops Blockade Running,
and Insures the FaU of Wilmington,

Ac., Ac., Ac.

What Ihf Kt-liel Ail ml ii In! rut Ion Paprrn
Ha y .

TUB FALL OK FORT K1SHEH A BLE9HINQ IN DIS-
svin.

(From the Richmond Dispatch, Jan. 17 ]
The fall of Kort Fisher, we presume, closes the purl »f

Wilmington. It commands the main entrance of the Cape
Fear river, and will, we fear, enable tin' enemy to
blockade the river completely, Riving them. an it does,

a pectin' lodgment on the left bank. Kort fuvwell and
several other works still guard the Fotilhern chan
nel of the river. Fort Fisher Is thirty mllos below
Wilmington. Some regard the full of Kort Fisher us a

disaster, while many arc disposed to consider it a titrating
in dit<ruitr. The latter, who are, it must .>«» Haul, a

numerous and sensible class, contend that Wilmington as
a import hat, from thr beginning, dons u.t nuirr luirm
than good. They say that thr i/uodi importrd Uirtuyh
it Aare brm of littlr gvotl to vs. while millions of
dollara worth of our cotton has thence found Its
way Into the hands of our enemies. It is proper to add
that, possibly, our force which, according to (Jpncral
Iter's despatch, was making a heavy demonstration
against their rear, may retake the fort. I

[From the Richmond Sentinel Jan. 17 ]
The Srntirr.l publishes General I-ee's reiiort of the cap

ture of Fort Fisher, already givttn in the Ukkalii, and
adds:.
We have learned f&rotigh other sources that the cap¬

ture of the fort was made by a boat attack In very large
force, the land attack being the feint, We learn that the
telegraph and torpedo parties all c*ca|ied. The hour
asslgued as that at which the capt iro wa* made is stated
by some as late as one o'clock.

Whtt Ihr A ill i. 4<liitl 11 1st rit t Ion Pn iirra
Think.

AS ATTACK ON JKKK. HAVIH.A CIIAKOK OF MKV
KKNIfRKKH NKf'KMHARY HV TIIK KKI'EATKD IIISAS-
TKRS or TIIK rON'KKHBBAOY.

(From Ihr Richmond K\uniin<*r, Jan. 17.]
The It^s of our best port liy I In- full «>f Fort Fisher will

ho no evil In thi- end. if It tterve* to npur the country on
to decisive .'o l ion Nothing can be more inglorious and
ilcplorwble than to nit Mill, harmoniously resigned ami
hopeful. while oar resources nod armies ari1 gambled
away In full view by n weak hilt pre-uinpt units official
Nothing i»- mnreab*nrd thiui make i» -lieve "good cheer"
and bum oinhe ' confidence" In the face of minifet ami
fitful miHiiiHii,. nx-rit. All the olofpiencc and all the hlatlirr
In tin' world will not alter the tact- or prevent peopl"
from thinking on them rAc the profile of this country
(I .linni-' for the L'lory of Mr l»av|s from Mi-os ippi, or
defending their lltierty, liven ati«l property? If th< y arc
doing the I u-t named hu-lne-K, they <¦ innot tustify ihem
wives to their own conancnee or to |iosterlty t'n ofwtn
ihminff (/nil* nffnirt any fouyr to thr unlimih't uvcon
troiJ' il mill UN' oniritnt rfi* rrliun nf /- runi ' who ilttilt) fur
vim ii<"«' proof* of uiukilfulwu awl bml juth/iw nt mi l </.

»i«v iht'rarjrr
In ili" next few w "fcs Hairs mn«i he definitely ar

roiii-ed If the spring 'ainpalkii finds Johnston at the
head of what H«X»I has l*f' in place i.f that liuttfnlfi) cot
army of ''.4,ihsi men turn<«l over to him ix month *lnr« ;
If l.ee Is I he commander in chief of the whole military
power of ili- i:nnl'eder;.i y, liidopotniaiit bv legi'latlvc mi
¦rtment o nil wiitrnl and re-trietlnn and Interference
with iiuthfiritv to* Inn Keneml and other officer* to com
mind, trm ler armif"-. and to give unity of plan and aim
to he whole 0|H*i. tion of the war -ilie lull force of tins
people will re t p|war.

Ii there shall he no real change of men but only a
sham a Iteration only u rryi< titmn of '.hr. oh! duplicity, 'v
whirk thr jtawrr ho* rrfinunnt in thr mmr finny hanth
while the rc-pon*lli|it\ of all the ni '.fortune they line
worked has been "hilled merln folin-'oli, to II riri :ml,
and lately to General l.ee, the iruiv!'' mn-t *lill eon
tlnne. for Deith 'r romproinifo by the North or tuibm *

pinn bv the Mouth po- ible, and in one way or in an
other ilie war must lie vn e«|; leu it is certain that,

n tiiier tie -e latter condition*. 10 imli ntrr mi Hi" eowirtf/
can/Nti in with fhtnt hii/ie, iliminitknl i tn nry nnit a fur'lit*! tin ofa rimtimi itinn In thit nrri'int tlimtlril uliiih
htu i" en uninternpte'l Mien lie n't:. oral of the only
pt-nertl who h».J i oniui iled w ith pmllt the Armi of tl.o
Central Sniilli

A r'nnor nfW" l< *jr It-cmur it /m'!ir tirr'tl' ly That
any wi'iiiii e of -elf tun be obtained by ihi- iditin or ml
\ I- 1 Mr Havl«. few will believe Tlef i« not tlin
rli«hti »i {ifuliaiiility of Johti inn's r< toratIon to the com¬
mand of h's army, and if Hood, wlio e name
ha.j be-n .iint ;nt>i Dai Ceiwio tor conllrniiti n
a full (jeneral I-' ever rein veil, lie II he foriliwilh
placed by Cenernl Jiick Taylor, the 1'r- lent'* lirother
in law. Thrrr it rr ilh/ no iir'n)nrl ut n . Imn-tr »'n Efrn
fi' r jmliry Tl itrf rtn nf mi>nl n i rh ir' r II K nvr

priHl'lr il th' /» I't will rmilipiir to n> " i' Ih itt fiihtrr 1Jt
Whi ther . etuzreen li»* the cotisti itlonal power Ui Inter I
fere, la not im-ci s^iry lobe >n » t « r d unui it I" proven
to have, v ' it it ll» lievi r Sim n | ¦..-ilum tn lie
other tl in the retfistry of exi uti e dei (¦ - We do not
perceive ho*v nnvri »il alteration h *. in elc without an
appeal alwajm ontetnplated hi <. r\ wnern an cotntl
tu Kin to * i-onventiiin of Hi" Pt« I' Itlniately and
T< d Inrlv call d bv. and ( ile.l fruti the ConventloiM
of tie people in p lie '¦tale-' Thee Ij> et t ail
be n"«emh|i I only by «.' of the l^'trislaium, atul
jnifcid 'if I' I' fli t: 111' .'.At >pru eh rl mil, the
T.eu'Hlattir. f \ ii mi >. "i"te properly einployed
III * seitil'linK thai prcim I ' m* Hll' ll it iMi.ly rt pri
.".nilnf the f» "p'" In He lr cie ^n unity, I ne i.-d in
Vir ltd. in It v it error when the Co'Acntp u
of Vlrifir.la di i" d, «.» th M r It if rec*ll d Ilie
more ful t im i<

And, th /real miffilkenf this epoch wtmlhe e»rly
dissolution of lli« fonvt iitl'ui ol the Wate., atel the Ita ly
forniatlon of i'h- mi" f onledemi K"vernm< nt, with its
rut and dn ct.n I'll m, ita I're-id nt. it* de| .irttio nf
II" t'oli, I' ' i' C"litetiip|r«U d politl' il iii ti hlliery It
mi>rbt ii W' II « o h'Ii hi peiH ' tint iu totall* tin!H for the
prodigl eis (ti-tin of brutii fort .' direcil\ applle-- na«lfur
Hie lor life. N l that Indiveittal d |eitl-in, em h as * >1

In the I I' d State % iuIiI h.iv. -lilted HI l> It or- sle lid
l.ni e retained the full, the unlmntd p r ol Uio
nation, In 'he f rm of a convention, comp '-'d "f r«

presenlatlfi'* "f the people, d . I" rili K the *lil of 'ho
p opP In Ih lr nvti i|fii cap ii.ltjr, limited by no mn ti
tut |< n with the rtiT'ltion of thsl wpl efitril'te'l to til .

It neral" m tin1 " Id, who ' tijoy d lb esP- m of the p o

p|e and "f lh' a mi « ondr the|f dlr cli n fhuawa it
In lh "I Revolution What Is known in his!.' rv An the
f'..iiiln '«l f'onjrress wa» ni Unuy U- kl .m what *. ar

fumiliar with, In prn- lice, tind lh n*nt of . tonv' n
i|on. It wan and will e*. r lx- the form nf gov rntir nt
capahl" of »*ertlDK the %r<nU i f'fce. Tli If it rl of a
nation I" th n placed eo n urlo its h»t»d thai the whole
ptrejirih of volition l« »t*lti'l Not only wi r" tie *"

colonic* under thM form ' iwtM-'d t«i br aet the llrit eh
empire. *»'if it will b> found thai tli" most prodlKloua
eft- rt'-of all nation* have b n in id ' nnd r the s un- eondi
fi' us Th Com nllon of Frtnc, in 179.1. the 1/mR Part a
menl of the Kngllsh Revolution; tlio -enalc of Rome, In
ilii j-r,ippl6 * i:h t irtht>.e, wirv ull governments n *| h
tin- nation a feti on affair* by the simple In trunv-ntai ty
of in us emhly rep'e-' ntifiK t- full pt'Wera, t ii| il'h of

r aking conMltutioim if needed hut unbotind by any
pnpi'r*. [...ep wm the error of tho ..outliem Mali wlmn
they «i»rrend'-r d their c- itvenlion, and »<t In lt« place a
«iH ri"« of wooden cli-ck. wottnd up to f" »i* year and
tint t 111- lie Ipi' « n-.e II dull -i all tl, it t 'l I y
MMtiji a IbortauftC with Hit UMUIV iii a imlltiCian. »ui 1

deprived themselves of the power to set aside hie un-
lucky or incompetent agents, till he could be cujoled or
frightened into permitting it.

All admit the error, but ino-t are "till unwilling to take
the decisive step a step leading Ui no many conse¬
quences of a sovereign convention. Vet there i* no
other no ins so certain to obtain the force of the nation
and to put a term to what tlie nation led* to be misrule.

B'hkh (he Kvll Urnluo of Ihr Confede¬
ral-).Tlir Cotton at Wilmington Mult
be Destroyed.(From the Richmond Examiner, Jan. 17.]The star of Bragg ouci more light# Uie Southern sky,an. attract* the gaze «>f men to the city iu which his

headquarters were set down wlieu removed from Klch-
iimnd Nut w itli »tauding the sij;u in the heavens?, the fail
ol Fort Fisher is a most unexpected event. The late
fa. lure of iliitler to make any impression there hid made
known to all the strength of the position; und the re¬
newed homhurdmeul of three dav* I. ad cotiilrmed the
opinion of us impregnability. rhi brier auteuient of
(¦eiierul la>e suggests the id< a of a surprise. The account
Riven l>y rumor is to ihe eileet that when the assault of
four o'clock had been repulsed, lh*' commander and the
garrison of the fort suppo*cd, ton (..ion, lhat the day'swork was over. The laid down to sl.vp, unit the enemy
were upon them before their do&iug sentinel* were
awakened.
However these things m ay he, the fort is fallen, and,it is' presumed, ihe port of Wilmiugton is dosed. The

capture of the town it not a nercttary though a probable
cunt' /n< nee. The port H eighteen miles uway, the river
ih . l.strui ted aud tortli.cd all the way up, and the 8i<M«
of Wilmington has not begun Still iu importance Aat
departed with iti port, and it m iy hereafter full into the
enemy's hand from attack on the side of the land.
iVoie, t'u re/ore, if the lime to t/urn all Ihr cMon in IFii-
minytan which cannot he nmtariUy removed iVry little
can he removed, xt ill lest rati be. exported, and to let it
alone is simply to pro| are a bait lor the enemy's attack
and to oiler .1 reward lor the capture of the city. There
is I ttle probability of its usefulness to Its owner*,
if the enemy vets within reach of It, all will tie
ruthlessly confiscated and the proceeds employed
a.- a means to maintain the invasion of the country. The
principle of self preservation dictate, the ilnnied ate de¬
struction of all the cotton in Wilmington by the hinds of
the military authority; the proprietors will never destroyit, even if sure that it will be converted into rope for
their own necks.

Alt lhat is really known of the untoward fact is con¬
tained iu the despatch from General Lee.

1'lte Prospects iif liia- t'linfrderary Height¬ened by the Loss of W i I HI I iigtiin.
(From the Richmond Enquirer, Jan. 17 ]At an early hour yesterday forenoon the intelligenceof the fall of Fort Fi- ber was bruited about the streets,

but the nature of the intelligence was so unexpectedthat it was generally discredited, until tonliruied bythe oIHe nl despatch which »c publish below
That the loss of Fort Fisher I't'M briny dismay to the heartt
qfblockade runn-rt there can lie no doubt; but to the
great heart of the confederacy, it thou-lif he a source rather
of rewwed seal under the bright proxnect it aJfor It of the
development of our own remureft lor the achievement of
our indepi nd nee. As a military accomplishment, the
enemy vail find, in the capture of h'iiher cause for legi¬
timate congratulation, as iu any other success 'and the
Imtned ate circumstance is naturally one to lie regrett-d
by our elves; b it we do not know when an incident hail
occurred during ih war which bears more strikingly the
features of a biasing in disguise
The Coiifeili-rucy on lt<i (In n Resources.

iFrotn the Richmond Enquirer, Jin. 17]Fort Fislior has fallen, and the part of Wilvn/jUm will
be cloned. Blockade stock is at a discount, and no more
Cotton goes out of the eonledcraey. tin thu other hand,
we have lost our las'. jtort by which we received su/jiliejfrom aliroad. Another di-asi r is added to our long list
of defeats, and croaking ba* r ceived another impulse.But, notwithstanding ail this, the end is not yet by a
gr at deal Now, forth- lirsi i rn we are thrown really
on our own resources, and compelled to turn our atten¬
tion t<> intriula t tiring what w need and to bringing
down ih sham del extravagance that ha* disgrao d our
peuple. Now "th. comforts and l.applnei-s of civil'7ed
life" will b denied the p 'ople, as th y have been the
army, and avarice no longer blight our hopes with its
corrupt ug inliuonce. Mtat our lit. rties will receive
Uie undivided labors « if our whole people.
While - Peace Commissioner- were coming and going,

and schemes of submission were Itelug concocted, tliu
fall ot Fort Fisher, most opportunely, rciUls lln- atten¬
tion of the people to their own liberties, and warns thein
that the war tnu«t go on for a Ion'.' time vet, rind If this
fall of Fort Fisher shall thoroughly arouse our people to
the work before them, there w.ll n>l be any < ause to re¬
gret itA lo-a. At any time these last four year* it could
have been captured Just as easily aa It ha.- i>een. lluUer
co<Ud have Ink. n it oa Christmas day , but he did not
be<"ute lie u as afraid.

It i« to he .expected that all the croakers will be
greatly exercised by this disaster, but cricking does
no harm to the cau«e; it only points out the "weak
in the faith " Tt does not take one step towards submis¬
sion, for those that are afraid ol the enemy know w-ll
enough that they have greater cans, to fear the Indigna¬
tion of the people and army at home Hut there is a
rumor, Hint ronies from In- North, to the effect that the
Congress has appointed "fifteen commissioner*," headed
by vice Presld-nt Stephens, to go to Washington on the
subject of peace. Can there be any truth in th s report?
Has Congress been iiegiet ting the public interest and are
now taking steps to betray ill1 W« cannot believe it, and
yet, w ith Mc.Muilin'a resolutions and I, itch's propositionbefore lhat body, the p ibllc ure deeply agitated lest fear
ha* got the It iter of di. retain, and our cause In on the
point of shameful betrayal. Congress has tailed to con¬
script the negro s, and has lost much pr»c o> s time,
arid it is true lhat it lias also lost very much of the
public confidence Should it turn out lhat either
House ha.- entertained any pri.pusti ins looking to peace,
throuidi any other channel' than these provided by the
constitution In- members will hive perjured tin mwlveg,
and de-ervn the fale which Cromwell visited upon a
worthies* I'ariiafiieut. No man or meii to Congress or
out of Congress, e\cept the ICteetuive, lia- i.ny r^hliUl
[siwer to enlertain p.- n e prop i ltlotis. Yt. -¦ thai take
ii|am llietiiselves to hold cominutm ili.'ti- of such char
acter with the public enemy an- traitors, and sliould lie
ami w ifl he hung
When the I'res dent shall s 'lid iornm »l< tier- to W wh

inptoti, it ii.'iuk within In c>iu«titiitlotial duties, lie cannot
be .i- til> I but anv I. lu r sou pr»* nmm^ to inaugu¬
rate | tea* e nii :v ur< ir di rta!»in' t > * .ire-poiid with
tin ein toy. should Is -ummarlly deull with a« iraitors.

Tii fall of F"rt Fish r lias not vet ben explaiU"d
AH that w i.fheiully know lhat it w.nc. irri d by a..ault
ai t'ti o' lock Sunday livht. Tnn fM'i t\e ruer ard
thutl ufi Uie fhirt uf Wilmington It v.nuld b all ctale n
and lolly tn pr t ti that tli p rt of Wiltn tigtun was not
ol gr ai v ilu to our cau, hut that |i al-o did aa itmi h
harm is equally ch ar to our iii. ud M- r cemd many
suppll 's Ihron.'h fiat port, ry us-ful and, p rlinps,
Indlsp n dd lo our, 01 ... hul ata nst of cotton and the
itiflu- ne ol cotton up.iii onr< n.se winch ii i.- impossible to
c-tlmaf Nottdn;.' troni ahro ul i-. |ii.|is| eu»ald ¦ to a
brave and d t rniiin d p op|... t |m .n >.iir own restore s
w tii u t now liv ami -upport our ins ., and we can do
II II we are r ally iu caruest and det- runn d lo "hght it
out Ilk" tn ri

Hill' ItUilr It II II II I II K lit II n Knil.
fFront llio Hh liBion \\ Ii t Jan 17 ]

The vi'il ..I wr.i'li in- i,"t lo have !>. en iliplatrfjr
sxli Willi in" full Hi Savannah >rt Fli-hef haa
11! ii lulli'it. Wo h ill mcjHTtod lli long Him' Indeed,
we rid Dot wee ho» ii ».i for itn inulatod fortrex
to fiuod the l*il< rated iiiait-n: Mirb an armament aa
« Urn i^lil »h»iii"I il. II fell *1 U I b> the ana*' It of
dm a l.i ii.ii,, i,!|uiIm.|x, I i i mill oi »or have In u taken
by ».*
We have had if' .n froqii' ntly to renin k that III for¬

tune tlevaf lorn* -IikIv. W'heO It olic* Iwglua It IM
pratti in* ii» r .ii it- «-o iw I i<o mi|jr way to meet It M
with an iiivfni iMe lirmiii ivli rh must, lli tho end, lire
it mil Tli w* hope nl tfl *'M* ii r p "[ t«* are prei nr»-d
ton. Ii H'liiuli rlul mil' i' Hint w<' liavi any ¦ ».*

port i in n tint llm in inv |mih " ng aurh a fleet
n In' li i tr iniii.uif irnl hat" iii".' Hi all, In* tint
in. I vi ill oil hem b. lore tfce « oO'l year of the war
li.i Iwii li(Mi|[bt lo ,i Hoar

The l> u i f Part in tnltti. imppait, Vit
It'll', uq of I r I,! leiil> runni'i </ Ii. future we Imll
no in re importation" from Fur 'pe Tin * be a ureal
Ii. onvenl 'iiee r.ertamiv, but ii by no mean* daet'leii tfca
ij H n "I iml ii li ii i' or t il.j . in. That ijui ti«ti
Ml vet to bo »e|||i ,| on h >¦ I...M' fl. I, *|tii' Mi-hate
i. ii i to f. 4r a loi.u .i our m .t. r lit* not more II m
Hire" to on*'

l li" « onlederac; can nirvlve thi* of Fort Fl- her,
of v Mi', ami ot i" . ry other .< >n ni> po?»eaa.oa
ll'il il ii not l r ivi* r." il< i m of It and the Iomi of
ili'ieriiiii it I 'ii .hi tho | nt oi lt< 1 'lie Thai If a
(liin win* it It .i more r u -¦ to fear than all other
thlng< iii. *-t tii r ih" p *|il lie but firm let
them xhow a il**leniitri«( t*»Il to repi*! to the laet man an I
t'i la- 1 d 11 »n H.i 'I in' <>l o it a> iportn will not
II .' i' III | li. I mill. |it to a till lo it. Wa |<»t
v * Or!.' iii , .mil ir i ll it we l« i '.i* nawition of
tin M ,|i|.l, .ii 'I "in we lo.t Savannah. md
.ir it W < ». ih- rt fofw, we auggtwl, aland tint

Id of Fort Fl* her.
tiei er.it i r.int, 'ii 1 ? ..*** - it Kit I itelf with a f'on-

f. 'tiii o:' ri'r |i»i I tli" t'onl' r ne «o| »*m the tribute
UK tl..»l I > Wi-ie tin' tun- 1 valiant troopa In the

worlii ipoii V i'|.| n| battle, b ii imad for h own
ni.'iii'rel f n<* l» Muiien. Yankee* and
Irl'f.n ii tbe i r t - i|i' r ..r perseverance. Tho
.liin Hot i»l No |m'"| e ever i*i -"vired mofe lie-
ri a'ljr thin our t ., ic .! ii" II d inatit'a niyrml-
.Ion* at i*n ' t'*«I » on "!r the rlvat iofiu they
have etidnri-d, I'i-v would have iti.linndad lomr ano.
1 li- y hi el ou« lo lli e. all tho war. Tiny
h i I* ell e.| \!|- "!. < it Ii'(fl hi nger in %
hi riii'- r that ha r l« en rjvi- «ed. They
I .iv i tie r b 'i n lieaten but by - ijierior nuin-
her* Il li* v hud m i b it t'.e not iieraavi-rtiif
Ir licit i'v r I ro<l the battle net I limy would
I, been «i' V'Hr* The Ynnkeoa could
III M'r aland »lmt H ev la -tiMul Hadlhelrll lil» tieen
v .tf-d their I" * na burned, Ibi r woman and cblldien
liiiirilereil anil infilled a.* ira ha\ e been, t!|"Y w iuld

i' » kiven up Ion.'it Tube « ire, all* r having been
beaten, having unlimited reaoarow at rommand, they
hava bein eiiHi'l i to recwit mad coma bark ; but thay
have alW't* a had a I il commlaaarlat) an overflowing
ire* in lb i'v at tlothm nriit plenty of medlr'nea,
¦\h le we li'na f een wufulU il fle ent in ill Itiaae poinia

y wou i in 4 "r havi parao\ it'ilut our puor kojit ba»»
d -ii-'

A .1 'h' r wit! Cnnltnni lo per-i*vere. Winterer rmalt
i" i d ti <1 tor* may -ay at home lo et it,, di-may ui"t
*' il .' ' line". th«* army l« true to th» backbone. It

ill .! life and v \ B' in -.if. nine f fi|. raa, and cara
le the labontan l p-rlla by which It I* tola whb in
II t.nbl a my « e pi e our faith Th"V Ho m l deapair
of iha rowublit uii uutil they do uubody ouabk


